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The Frog: An Anatomical Dissection 
Group Pre-lab Activity 

 

Write all answers in the space provided. Submit this prelab together with your frogs on the day of dissection. 

1. Read the entire procedure of the frog dissection lab activity and familiarize yourself with the organs to be identified. 

2. View the Virtual Frog at http://www.mhhe.com/biosci/genbio/virtual_labs/BL_16/BL_16.html and use the 

information to answer the following questions. 

 

External anatomy 

1. Click on the external anatomy button. Sketch the dorsal and ventral sides of a frog and label the parts including 1) 

tympanic membrane, 2) nostrils, 3) anus/cloaca, 4) forelimbs, and 5) hindlimbs. 

2. Research: What external features can we use to determine if a frog is male or female? 

3. Click on the internal anatomy button, then on the digestive system button. Make a flowchart describing how to cut 

the jawbone and locate the different features of the buccal/mouth cavity. 

 

Internal anatomy 

1. Click on the internal anatomy button, then on initial cut. Sketch the locations of the cuts you will have to make on 

the ventral side of the frog to expose its internal organs. 

2. Explore each of the systems available in the internal anatomy window. Refer to the lab activity procedure and 

familiarize yourself with the appearance and general locations of the boxed structures. 

 

On dissection day, be prepared to identify the different boxed structures and answer the questions posed in the lab 

activity procedure sheet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 a) External anatomy, dorsal view 1 b) External anatomy, ventral view, showing the 

locations of cuts made to expose internal organs 

2)  What external features can we use to determine 

if a frog is male or female? 

3) Flowchart describing how to cut the jawbone and 

locate different features of the buccal cavity. 



 



 



 


